
 
 

  

THE ZAMBEZI TRILOGY BOOK ONE: 

THE HORNS 

 

The Horns is up there as one of the best books on Africa I have read in 

many years. Eat your heart out Wilbur and you, Mr Ruark, look to your 

bush lore laurels.                  Martin McGhee - UK 
 
A compelling and deeply personal account of being born into what was first 
Southern Rhodesia, then Rhodesia and now Zimbabwe.   
     Jill Baker grew up as a white girl, whose best childhood playmates were three 
black boys.   The story grows through intriguing snapshots into the lives of each of 
the four characters until, as teenagers, the group meets again . . . this time, in the 
desolate historical sites of Matebeleland to discover, discuss, argue and, from their 
now diverse and singular perspectives, try to find answers for the future, by making 
sense of their country’s history.  

 

About the author 
Jill Baker spent her childhood in Matebeleland, daughter of a man dedicated to 
African education and Principal of three leading African schools. Her adult life on a 
farm was brought to an abrupt end with the unilateral declaration of independence 
(UDI) from Britain in 1965 and she worked for the next 18 years as a journalist, 
news and documentary presenter and producer in television and radio. 
     She emigrated to Australia to run a radio station and open her own business 
consultancy and her first book, Beloved African, a biography of her father’s life, 
was published in 2000.  
     Constantly in touch with Zimbabwe, and following a major crisis over there, she 
formed The Zimbabwe Connection to help many Zimbabweans immigrate to 
Australia. For her work, she was awarded the Order of Australia Medal in 2005. 
     Burning motivation to tell this remarkable story, eight years of research and 
undercover trips to meet key players, resulted in The Horns, the first book of the 
Zambezi trilogy. 
     An accomplished public speaker, Jill has just completed a six-week tour of South 
Africa and Zimbabwe – delighted to find grateful acceptance for this lively history 
from black and white alike. 

 
5* Amazon e-book review: @hetta2 
if you love Africa you must read this 
beautifully written from personal experience and historically accurate 
the author was born and grew up in Southern Rhodesia with a keen eye for the nuances of the time 
thorough research revealing such facts as Cecil Rhodes was a mentor to the Africans and they 
wanted to work for him 
I look forward to books 2 and 3 
 
Reader Reviews: Heather Thorne 
I’ve edited many southern African history books that describe the battle formation of the horns – 
but I’ve never actually felt it in my bones before – the zhiii of the spears must have been terrifying.  
 
               Kennedy Mavunganidze You have a gift of writing and telling the story. I have 
learned a lot after reading your book and in my view you have captured what I believe is a 
reflection of the whole history. More importantly, you were using Shona and Ndebele words 
appropriately.  You might as well think of turning the book into a movie … 
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Jill is a captivating public speaker with intelligent and                 
well-informed live interview potential.   

For more information, editorial opportunities, interview or review 
copy requests please get in touch direct by email or mobile.  

 

 


